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Introducing the learning material ‘Are you fooled? Do you fool others?’

Am I fooled? Do I fool others? – learning material is aimed at students in universities of applied sciences (UAS). Students can use the material in self-study, or the material can be integrated into teaching.

Aim of the learning material
The aim of the learning material is to help UAS students identify false and fake information. It helps students to pay attention to how this kind of information is distributed on the net, and how they can recognize dis- and misinformation.
In practice, students search for information on the net from a wide range of sources. Even though students use both licensed and open online sources from the library provision, a vast amount of information is found from the internet with different search engines. In addition to scholarly knowledge, students need up-to-date information on working life and topical news. Social media plays a central role in transmitting information. Openness has paved the way for distributors of false and fake information.
Critical thinking should be in the core when students search for information related to study and working life assignments. In addition to having a role as a searcher, students are experts who process information as well as users of information in their everyday life. 
The role of AI in information retrieval has grown significantly. AI-assisted information retrieval offers many benefits, but it also brings challenges in finding reliable information. Students need to be able to use the tools provided by AI critically, look at the reliability of sources and to be aware of the potential biases and limitations of algorithms. 

Content of the learning material
The learning material helps students think of what kind of information calls for their attention, and how they act after finding information. The learning material covers four typical information types, which students often use in their assignments. The material shows how it is possible to look critically at the found information. In addition, the material addresses the role and responsibility when one produces as well as passes on information. The learning material includes a PowerPoint presentation and an Infographics. They can be used together or separately. 
The PowerPoint consists of four themes:
1. News: what catches our attention and how we react
2. Images and videos: how to spot fake images and videos
3. Numbers and statistics: what to consider when interpreting numerical data
4. Scholarly articles: how to distinguish quality articles
Every theme on the PowerPoint begins with statements reflecting one’s own behavior. Then the material has facts followed by an activating ‘Learn more and test’ -section with extra material. 
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The Infographics ‘Know your responsibility in the complexities of (mis)information’ builds on the actual behavior of the students. It examines one’s own role as a sharer, producer, receiver and user of information. The infographics can be used separately as background information. It serves as a basis for discussions and a summary of the material’s content as well.
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